Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department 
Orficer Involved Shooting 


Report Date: 08-19-08 Bureau/Station/F acility: MCB/OSS 


Incident Information 


008-15329-499-055 Dale; 08-19-08 — 1820 
Nature of Incident: Deputies were surveilling a residence where a homicide suspect 
might be located. After several hours, deputies approached the driveway to make 


Blodgett Avenue, Downey contact with soc NN encountered suspect in the driveway. The suspect 
Barlin Street Downey ran, turned and fired a . Deputies returned fire and shot the suspect. 
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Officer Involved Shooting 


Rollout information 


Arrival Date Arrival Time Date Submitted Date of Recommendation 
imis" 19.08 n ON 12-23-09 —— 


~ Johnson nanRoosevelt 
. Stunson 
Namcurtis 
Shooting / Force Information 
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Involved Employee 
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Suspect Information 
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SUPPLEM"NTAL EMPLOYEE V'"ITNESSES 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 


Employee Witnesses 
Last Name 


Name 


Zip Code 


p Code 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 
DEPUTY INVOLVED HIT SHOOTING 
IAB #SH2226579 

URN 008-15329-0499-055 


DATE / TIME / LOCATIONS 


Tuesday, August 19, 2008,1820 hours 
Location #1: J Blodgett Avenue, Downey, California 90242 
Location #2: Ng] Barlin Street, Downey, California 90242 


IAB SHOOTING / FORCE TEAM 


Internal Affairs Bureau Lieutenant Curtis Jensen and Sergeants David Stunson and 
Roosevelt Johnson responded to the scene locations. Lieutenant Jensen checked to see 
that the watch commander, Lieutenant Wilkins, took reasonable steps to ensure that the 
involved and witness personnel did not discuss the incident among themselves or with 
uninvolved persons prior to being interviewed by the assigned investigators, and that the 
involved and witness personnel did not collectively consult with their attorney or 
representative. In addition, IAB Lieutenant Jensen checked to see if the watch commander 
attempted to have involved and witness personnel gather in the company of a supervisor 
until they have provided a statement to the assigned investigators. 


OPENING STATEMENT 


Deputies Carlos Nuques, Francis Espeleta, Anthony Leonard, Kimberly Ponce, and Juan 
Alvarado shot Suspect Enrique lribe after being fired upon by the suspect. 


Deputies from Major Crimes Bureau and Operation Safe Streets Bureau were conducting 
an undercover surveillance of S Blodgett Avenue, Downey, in an attempt to locate 
Suspect Iribe, who was wanted for murder. During the course of the surveillance, they 
observed the suspect's at the location. Deputies obtained information from 
residents of the on the property, which confirmed Suspect lribe lived in a rear 
house, but the residents did not believe he was at home. 


A decision was made to contact the suspect's in an effort to question her about 
Suspect Iribe’s whereabouts. As the deputies approached the location on foot, wearing 
entry vests and identifying themselves as Sheriff's Department deputies, they encountered 
Suspect Iribe in the driveway. Suspect Iribe immediately ran west, back down the driveway 
to the rear of the property. The deputies ordered him to stop and gave chase. After 
running a short distance, Suspect lribe suddenly turned and fired two bullets at the 
pursuing deputies. Fearing for their lives and believing Suspect lribe was trying to kill 
them, Deputies Leonard, Espeleta, and Alvarado fired bullets at the suspect. The suspect 
continued to run west, to the rear of the property. The pursuing deputies alerted Deputies 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY -1- IAB #SH2226579 


Ponce and Nuques via radio, who were holding rear containment positions ats Barlin 
Street, Downey, that deputies had been involved in a shooting and the suspect was armed 
and was headed toward them. 


As the suspect reached the rear wall separating the two locations, he stopped, took a 
“Weaver” shooting stance, and fired at Deputies Alvarado, Leonard, and Espeleta again. 
Suspect Iribe then jumped over the wall, entering the rear yard of Ell Barlin Street. As 
he ran west toward the street, he fired bullets at Deputies Ponce and Nuques. Fearing for 
their lives and believing Suspect Iribe was trying to kill them, they both returned gunfire, 
striking the suspect. 


Suspect lribe sustained several gunshot wounds to the upper torso. He was transported 
to Saint Francis Medical Center in Lynwood where he was listed in critical, but stable 
condition, and is expected to survive. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL 


Deputy Juan Alvarado, "ZEE 
Major Crimes Bureau 


Surveillance Apprehension Team #1 


Date of Employment: 12-16-87 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 
Prior Shooting Incidents: 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


Deputy Kimberly Ponce, "ZI 
Major Crimes Bureau 
Surveillance Apprehension Team #1 


Date of Employment: 07-19-95 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 
Prior Shooting Incidents: 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


Deputy Carlos Nuques, #5 
Major Crimes Bureau 


Surveillance Apprehension Team 


Date of Employment: l 02-01-89 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 
Prior Shooting Incidents: 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


1 
N 
1 
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Deputy Francis Espeleta, "RENI 
Operation Safe Streets Bureau 


Date of Employment: 11-30-88 
Date Assigned to Patrol: pr» 
Prior Shooting Incidents: | 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: E 


Deputy Anthony Leonard, "2E 
Operation Safe Streets Bureau 


Date of Employment: 02-08-95 
Date Assigned to Patrol: IERI 
Prior Shooting Incidents: ES 
Prior Founded Force Incidents: [:- Tol 


SUSPECT 


Enrique Iribe, MH/10-08-85 Booking #1592542 
Vario Norwalk, "Chaps" 


Extensive Criminal History 
EE. Refer to pages 112 through 134 of Exhibit A for 
CCHRS and CII printouts for Suspect Iribe. 


EMPLOYEE WITNESS 


Deputy EE. "EM. was interviewed on August 20, 2008 by Homicide Bureau 
investigators. Refer to pages 56 and 57 of Exhibit A for a summary of that interview, as 
well as the verbatim Homicide Bureau transcripts in this case book. 


Sergeant Kelly McMichael, "EHE. was interviewed on August 20, 2008 by Homicide 
Bureau investigators. Refer to pages 58 and 59 of Exhibit A for a summary of that 
interview, as well as the verbatim Homicide Bureau transcript in this case book. 


Deputy Kevin Forcier, # was interviewed on August 20, 2008 by Homicide Bureau 
investigators. Refer to pages 59 and 60 of Exhibit A for a summary of that interview as 
well as the verbatim Homicide Bureau transcript in this case book. 


Deputy John Khounthavong, "HE was interviewed on August 20, 2008 by Homicide 


investigators. Refer to pages 60 and 61 of Exhibit A for a summary of that interview as 
well as the verbatim Homicide Bureau transcript in this case book. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY -3- IAB #SH2226579 


NON-EMPLOYEE WITNESSES 


eS. Vas. lives ot »,o y 3G 
residence is located at the gg of the property lot. Witness was interviewed 


by Homicide Bureau investigators on August 19, 2008. He told them he saw police officers 
yelling and backing out of his driveway, telling people to stay inside their homes. He 
relayed that he saw a deputy holding a shotgun behind a parked car on the driveway and 
his pool being damaged by gunfire. Refer to pages 52 and 53 of Exhibit A for a summary 
of that interview, as well as the verbatim Homicide Bureau transcript in this case book. 


| FH, lives ot o She was 
interviewed by Homicide Bureau investigators on August 19, 2008. Witness MEE told 


investigators she heard more than 10 gunshots from what she believed was more than one 
type of gun. She looked out her front door and recalled seeing deputy sheriff personnel 
firing at Suspect Iribe toward the north side of her house. Refer to pages 53 and 54 of 
Exhibit A for a summary of that interview, as well as the verbatim Homicide Bureau 
transcript in this case book. 


EU NT; ll l e?Z?" She was 


interviewed by Homicide Bureau investigators on August 19, 2008. She told investigators 
she was not home at the time of the shooting. Refer to pages 54 and 55 of Exhibit A for 
a summary of that interview, as well as the verbatim Homicide Bureau transcript in this 
case book. 


FH ERN Of Suspect Iribe and lived with him at the time of 
the incident at . She was interviewed by Homicide 
Bureau investigators on August 19, 2008. She told them she saw "cops" chasing her 

but she did not know why, and shortly thereafter heard gunshots. According to 
investigators, Witness MENS was reluctant in relaying her observations about the 
incident. Refer to page 55 of Exhibit A for a summary of that interview, as well as the 
verbatim Homicide Bureau transcript in this case book. 


NU SS lives ot ooo o MS 


interviewed by Homicide Bureau investigators on August 19, 2008. He told Homicide 
investigators he heard loud banging noises but thought they were rocks being thrown at 
his house. Refer to page 92 of Exhibit A for a summary of that interview, as well as the 
verbatim Homicide Bureau transcript in this case book. 


The residential neighborhood was canvassed for any additional witnesses. Of those 


individuals who answered the knock at their doors, their information was documented in 
supplemental reports. Refer to pages 23 through 36 of Exhibit A. 
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INJURIES 


Suspect Iribe sustained three gunshot wounds to the arm neck and chest area. None of 
these was life threatening. 


DEPUTY PERSONNEL 
No injuries. 
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


Refer to pages 141 through 151 of Exhibit A for lists of Evidence, diagrams of scene, and 
positions of expended shell casings. 


INVESTIGATOR OBSERVATIONS 


The IAB observations are consistent with the scene description listed in the Homicide 
Bureau investigation. 


REVIEW OF RADIO TRANSMISSIONS 


The audio recordings of the radio traffic of involved and responding deputies were 
reviewed. Refer to the Compact Disc of the radio traffic in Miscellaneous section of this 
case book. The tactical frequency utilized for this operation was "S-Tac 3." It was 
requested and reviewed, there was no traffic relating to this incident found for a two hour 
time period prior to the shooting. 


LIGHTING AND WEATHER CONDITIONS 


The shooting occurred at 1820 hours on August 19, 2008. The sunset for that date and 
time was 1935 hours. 


WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL 


Deputy Alvarado: 

Service Weapon Type: Beretta, Model 92F, 9mm, semi-automatic pistol 
Rounds Fired: Five 

Type of Ammunition Used: Department issued 9mm Luger caliber cartridges 
Deputy Espeleta: Beretta, Model 92F, 9mm semi-automatic pistol 
Rounds Fired: Six 

Type of Ammunition Used: Department issued 9mm Luger caliber cartridges 
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Deputy Leonard: Heckler & Koch, Model USP, .45 semi-automatic pistol 

Rounds Fired: Nine 

Type of Ammunition Used: Department approved .45 caliber cartridges 
A 

Deputy Ponce: Beretta, Model 92F, 9mm semi-automatic pistol 

Rounds Fired: Eleven 

Type of Ammunition Used: Department issued 9mm Luger caliber cartridges 

Deputy Nuques: Beretta, Model 92F, 9mm semi-automatic pistol 

Rounds Fired: Six 

Type of Ammunition Used: Department issued 9mm Luger caliber cartridges 


Refer to pages 157 through 160 of Exhibit A for complete description of weapons used, 
and the Miscellaneous section in this case book for training records for all involved 
personnel. All deputy personnel were up-to-date on their weapons qualifications prior to 
and after this shooting. According to Marco lezza of the Scientific Services Bureau, all 
trigger pulls of the deputies’ weapons were within factory specifications. 


WEAPON USED BY SUSPECT 


Taurus “Forjas,” .357 Caliber, Model 605 Revolver, 2" barrel, Stainless Steel (recovered 
stolen). Refer to pages 76 and 77 of Exhibit A for description of the suspect direction of 
travel while shooting at deputies and evidence recovered. 


PROPERTY DAMAGE 

There was no significant permanent damage to property at either location. Four bullet holes 
punctured the east edge of an above-ground swimming pool, draining it. Additionally, four 
bullets were recovered from inside the pool. 

A bullet hole was located on the right passenger’s side mirror of a beige Chevrolet pick-up 
truck which was parked in the driveway of the residence at x - 
Refer to pages 141 through 150 of Exhibit A for a complete list, descriptions and diagrams 
for positioning of recovered physical evidence. 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR/CHARGES FILED 


Investigator: Homicide Bureau Detective Dameron Peyton 
Charges filed: 664/187 PC,12021(a)(1) PC, 11370.1 H&S 


IAB Note: The case is currently set for trial to begin sometime in January 2010. 
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Deputy District Attorney Marie Cox is handling the murder trial, combined with 
Deputy Involved Shooting. The Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office Justice 
System Integrity Division letter dated March 18, 2009, concluded that the use of 
deadly force against Suspect Iribe by involved deputies was in lawful defense, in 
defense of others, and necessary to capture a fleeing, dangerous felon. Refer to 
the Miscellaneous section of this case book for the letter. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE STATEMENTS 


Deputy Juan Alvarado was interviewed on August 20, 2008 by Homicide Bureau 
investigators. Refer to pages 61 and 62 of Exhibit A for a summary of that interview, as 
well as the verbatim transcript of the Homicide Bureau interview in this case book. 


Deputy Alvarado was also interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeants Laura Haynes 
and David Flores on August 20, 2009 at Internal Affairs Bureau. He chose to not have 
representation. The interview was audio-recorded. Refer to the verbatim transcript in this 
case book for the detailed statement. 


Deputy Carlos Nuques was interviewed on August 20, 2008 by Homicide Bureau 
investigators. Refer to pages 62 and 63 of Exhibit A for a summary of that interview, as 
well as the verbatim transcript of the Homicide Bureau interview in this case book. 


Deputy Nuques was also interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeants Laura Haynes 
and David Flores on August 20, 2009 at Internal Affairs Bureau. He chose to not have 
representation. The interview was audio-recorded. Refer to the verbatim transcript in this 
case book for the detailed statement. 


Deputy Kimberly Ponce was interviewed on August 20, 2008 by Homicide Bureau 
investigators. Refer to pages 64 and 65 of Exhibit A for a summary of that interview, as 
well as the verbatim transcript of the Homicide Bureau interview in this case book. 


Deputy Ponce was interviewed by Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeants Haynes and Flores 
on August 20, 2009 at Internal Affairs Bureau. She chose to not have representation. The 
interview was audio-recorded. Refer to the verbatim transcript in this case book for the 
detailed statement. 


Deputy Francis Espeleta was interviewed on August 20, 2008 by Homicide Bureau 
investigators. Refer to pages 65 and 66 of Exhibit A for a summary of that interview, as 
well as the verbatim transcript of the Homicide Bureau interview in this case book. 


Deputy Anthony Leonard was interviewed on August 20, 2008 by Homicide Bureau 


investigators. Refer to pages 66 through 68 of Exhibit A for a summary of that interview, 
as well as the verbatim transcript of the Homicide Bureau interview in this case book. 
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SUSPECTS STATEMENTS 


Suspect Iribe refused to speak to Homicide Bureau investigators and requested to speak 
with an attorney. Therefore, he was not interviewed by the Internal Affairs Bureau. 
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